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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to applicant's response filed on 12/30/2008. 

2. Claims 1 -6, 8-1 2 and 1 4-23 are pending. 

3. Claims 7 and 13 are cancelled. 

4. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6, 8-12 and 14-23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-6, 8-12 and 14-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yang et al. Patent Number 7,003,1 1 8 B1 in view of Cheng et al., 
Patent No.: US 6,418,130 B1. 
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Referring to claims 1 , 10-11, 15 and 23, Yang teaches a network interface 
system for interfacing a host system with a network to provide outgoing data from the 
host system to the network and to provide incoming data from the network to the host 
system, the network interface system comprising: 

a bus interface system adapted to be coupled with a host bus in 
the host system and transfer data between the network interface system and 
the host system [2:37-45]; 

a media access control system adapted to be coupled with the 
network and to transfer data between the network interface system and the 
network [1:43-60; firewall equates MAC system inside NIC]; 

a memory system coupled with the bus interface system and the media access 
control system, the memory system being adapted to store incoming and outgoing data 
being transferred between the network and the host system [3:5-43, fig. 1A (buffer 
150) and fig. 1B (buffer 151)]; 

a security system coupled with the memory system, the security system being 
adapted to selectively encrypt outgoing data and to selectively decrypt incoming data 
[3:5-43, fig. 1A (state machine 155) and fig. 1B (state machine 156)]; and Yang 
further teaches: a descriptor management system coupled with the bus interface system 
and the security system, the descriptor management system being adapted to obtain 
initialization vector information from the host system and to provide the initialization 
vector information to the security system [6:49-65 and fig. 3]. Yang does not appear to 
explicitly teach a system, wherein the security system is adapted to employ an initial 
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random data string from the outgoing data to begin encryption before security 
association information has been retrieved by the security system. However, Cheng 
teaches in FIG. 4 illustrates the SA attributes that might be transferred from SU.sub.k 
105 to SU.sub.k+1 110, in addition to the SA attributes identified in FIG. 3, if the full SA 
reuse embodiment is employed. As illustrated in FIG. 4, SU.sub.k 105, upon receiving a 
SA request message from SU.sub.k+1 110, as indicated by the directional arrow 
marked "2" sends a reply message 405 to SU.sub.k+1 110, wherein the reply message 
405 contains the information necessary to define the ISAKMP SA attributes identified 
above in FIG. 3, and the information necessary to define the following IP. sub. SEC SA 
attributes: the IP.sub.SEC SA lifetime; the IP. sub. SEC protocols being used, that is, the 
authentication header and/or encapsulating security payload protocols; the IP.sub.SEC 
protocol mode, that is, the transport mode or the tunnel mode; the security parameter 
index(es); the IP.sub.SEC session keys, including the session keys for authentication 
and encryption, as well as their respective algorithms; the last CBC output block prior to 
hand-over, which is used as the initialization vector for encryption of the first IP packet 
subsequent to hand-over; and the value of the sequence number, in accordance with 
the authentication header protocol or the encapsulating security payload protocol, just 
prior to hand-over, as this value plus 1 will be the initial value of the sequence number 
after hand-over for anti-relay checking purposes. As was the case in FIG. 3, the transfer 
of SA attributes in FIG. 4 is accomplished in accordance with the direct transfer 
technique described above. However, it will be understood that the SA attributes may 
be transferred in accordance with the intermediate storage technique [6:45 - 7:6 and 
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fig. 4; "the last CBC output block prior to hand-over which is used as an initialization 
vector for the encryption of the first IP packet subsequent to hand-over"]. Yang and 
Cheng are analogous art because both teach encryption operation. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the method of Yang to include the security system is adapted to 
employ an initial random data string from the outgoing data to begin encryption before 
security association information has been retrieved by the security system of Cheng 
because a mobile unit can begin secure communications immediately following the 
hand-over [abstract], please see KSR International Co. v. Teleflex Inc., 550 U.S-, 82 
USPQ2d 1385 (2007) for further interpretation. 

Referring to claim 2, Yang teaches a network interface system, wherein the 
security system comprises at least one transmit security processor adapted to 
selectively encrypt or selectively authenticate the outgoing data [3:5-43 and fig. 1B]. 

Referring to claims 3 and 9, Yang as modified teaches a network interface 
system, wherein the initialization vector information indicates whether the outgoing data 
is to undergo cipher block chaining (CBC) encryption in the security system [Cheng: 
6:26-67 and figs. 3-4]. 

Referring to claims 4, 5, 17 and 20, Yang as modified teaches a network 
interface system, wherein the at least one transmit security processor selectively 
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employs an initialization vector (IV) comprising the initial random data string from the 
outgoing data to perform CBC encryption according to the initialization vector 
information from the descriptor management system [Cheng: 6:26-67 and figs. 3-4]. 

Referring to claims 6, 8, 12, 14, 18, 19, 21 and 22, Yang teaches a network 
interface system, wherein the initialization vector information indicates a length of an 
initialization vector in the outgoing data [5:52-57]. 

Referring to claim 16, Yang teaches a method of encrypting outgoing data in a 
network interface system, wherein providing the initialization vector 
information comprises: 

reading a transmit descriptor from a host system [5:52-57]; and 
providing initialization vector information from the transmit descriptor to the 
security system [5:52-57, 7:50-63 and fig. 4]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YONAS BAYOU whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7610. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f,7:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Zand can be reached on 571-272-381 1 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Yonas Bayou/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2434 
04/24/2009 

/Kambiz Zand/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2434 



